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Summary 

 

The following is extracted from the report that in Danish presents the results of a survey of the 

welfare of young people in Denmark. The survey was conducted during Spring 2002, and the 

report was published late August 2002. 

 

The survey comprises 6,203 pupils in 9th grade corresponding to 11% of this age group in 

Denmark. It was carried out from February to May 2002. 

 

Generally, young people are doing fine. A great majority, 87% of the boys and 82% of the 

girls perceived their health as very good or good, and only 1% of the boys and 2% of the girls 

as poor or very poor. 60% of the boys liked going to school really well or well, and 68% 

thought that they were doing really well or well in the various subjects. Among the girls the 

percentages were 70 and 73 respectively. The vast majority got along fine with classmates, 

91% of the boys and 85% of the girls. 67% of the boys reported that they found talking to 

their father very easy or easy and 82% with their mother. Among the girls the percentages 

were 53 and 81 respectively. 

 

Still, some have had a family background and experiences that may have a negative influence 

on their well-being. Earlier Danish studies among school children have described a number of 

risk factors to a favourable development of young people, but the impact of sexual and 

physical assault has not yet been uncovered. 

 

The overall purpose of the survey reported here has therefore been to study how often sexual 

assaults on children occur; their nature; which children are being assaulted; who are the 

assailants; and how assaults may affect the development and the mental health of the abused 

young boy or girl. At the same time the survey has uncovered the young persons’ experiences 

with physical violence and their views as to why sexual and physical assaults occur and how 

they may be avoided.  

 

Before conducting this survey of young persons’ experience with sexual and physical assault in 

childhood the ethical and practical problems involved had to be addressed. To do so we carried 

out a pilot study in 2001. The results of this study are briefly mentioned in this report. 

 

The survey was made by means of an anonymous, self-administered, computer-based 

questionnaire method, the questions being asked simultaneously via headphones and on the 

screen. Enclosure 1 to this report is a description of the methodology and use of the method. 
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The background for the survey is a review made in 2000 by the cross-ministry working group 

on better measures against sexual abuse of children. This emphasized the need for actual data 

to clarify the full extent of sexual assault on children in Denmark. The review described the 

magnitude and nature of the problem based on a number of Danish data sources including 

reports concerning all cases of sexual assault on children under the age of 15 in 1998 reported 

to the police (Helweg-Larsen 2000). But based on international population surveys it had to be 

expected that the risk of being assaulted in childhood is far greater. Consequently a need was 

felt to collect information also about the “hidden” sexual assaults to form the basis for a 

knowledge-based intervention against sexual abuse of children in Denmark. 

 

The pilot study was carried out in March 2001. It showed that it is indeed possible to carry out 

an anonymous survey among pupils in 9th grade and thus obtain a high degree of 

representation. Recently, we have described the ethical issues concerning the conducting of 

youth surveys on sensitive topics without active parental consent and the results of the pilot 

study (Helweg-Larsen & Larsen, 2003).  

 

In the present survey 324 schools were selected for the survey, 183 of them participated. The 

most common excuse for not participating was lack of time, and regionally the non-

participating schools did not differ from the participating schools. The survey was conducted 

during the second semester of the school year in order that the maximum number of the 

students was aged 15 years and older. The second semester is very busy for the students; this 

explains the high number of schools that refused to participate in the study. Only two schools 

did not want to participate due to the topics of the survey. We received no complaints from 

any parents, and the issue of none active parental consent did not raise any public debate or 

criticisms.  

 

The number of 9th grade pupils in the participating schools was 7,241, 6,203 (85.7%) of whom 

were present in the classroom at the time of the survey. All the pupils present participated in 

the survey and 94% answered the questions about sexual experiences – a total of 5,829 

respondents. The main part, 97%, of the pupils were between 15 and 16 years old, very few 

were younger than 15 and 1% were older than 16. 

 

Inspired by a number of previous studies on child sexual abuse (CSA), primarily studies in New 

Zealand (Martin et al., 1993; Fergusson et al., 1996; Watson et al., 2000), we designed the 

questionnaire in a way that it enables us to describe the extent of sexual experiences in 

childhood of young people – up to 15 years of age – and to define the sexual experiences that 
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are regarded by law and perceived by the young persons as being sexual assault. The 

prevalence of sexual assault in childhood, i.e. how high a proportion of boys and girls have 

experienced sexual assault before the age of 15, reported here involves three definitions: 

 

• The criminal definition of sexual assault on children and young people 

 

• Criminal sexual assaults where the older person is at least 5 years older than the 

child/young girl or boy 

 

• Criminal sexual assaults perceived by the girl or boy as an actual assault. 

 

Danish criminal law specifies the sexual age of responsibility as younger than 15 years. That 

means that it is an offence – regardless of consent – to have a sexual relationship with a 

person under the age of 15. It is also considered an offence if a teacher, pedagogue, sports 

coach, step parent etc. have a sexual relationship with a person under 18 who is in their care. 

 

This comprises criminal assault defined by the seriousness of the assault: sexual assault 

without physical contact such as flashing, sexual assault with physical contact, e.g. touching 

and attempt at and consummated intercourse. 

 

Sexual relationships where the older person was less than 15 years old (age of criminal 

responsibility) are not comprised by the definition of sexual assault in the present survey. 

 

Other population surveys distinguish between sexual assault with an age difference of less or 

more than five years between the child/young person and the older person. Therefore this 

criterion is incorporated in the description of the prevalence of sexual assault in childhood in 

this survey. 

 

The prevalence of sexual assault of children in Denmark 

A total of 657, 11.3% of the participants in the survey had been subjected to sexual 

experiences constituting criminal offences according to Danish law – 15.9% among girls and 

6.7% among boys. This includes incidents with relatively modest age difference between the 

child and the older person. 

 

In all 287, 4.9%, had been exposed to a criminal sexual assault where the older person was at 

least 5 years older, 7.9% girls and 2.0% boys. 

 



 5

A total of 165 participants perceived that the sexual assault had in fact been an assault, which 

corresponds to 2.8% of all respondents. This figure also includes cases where the respondent 

answered “maybe” to the question as to whether or not it had been perceived as a sexual 

assault. The prevalence was 4.5% among girls and 1.1% among boys. Among all 15-year-olds 

in Denmark this would correspond to a total number of 1,280 girls and 330 boys who consider 

themselves as having been sexually assaulted in childhood. If the prevalence comprised only 

cases where the girls or boys positively perceive to have been subjected to a sexual assault it 

is 2.7% among girls and 0.7% among boys.  

 

Of the total 657 assaults 60 did not involve physical contact, 205 did involve physical contact, 

and 392 involved attempt at or consummated intercourse. 

 

When looking at all criminal sexual assaults 85% of all first incidents happened when the child 

was 12-14 years old. 

 

Who made the assaults? 

When looking at all criminal sexual assaults the older person (the assailant) was typically a 

friend or mate, in 44% of 462 incidents among girls and 41% of 195 incidents among boys. In 

11% of the cases it was a member of the family, a biological father/mother, grandfather, 

uncle/aunt, brother/sister or cousin. 

 

In 9% of the sexual assaults among girls and 4% among boys the assailant was a person 

outside the family in whose care the assaulted child had been placed, e.g. a school teacher, 

pedagogue, sports coach or scout leader. 

 

Relatively few reported incidents with unknown persons or strangers, in 13% of all sexual 

assaults among girls and in 14% among boys. These incidents were mainly assaults involving 

no physical contact, i.e. flashers etc. Contrary to what was the fact in this survey, such 

incidents constitute a large proportion of cases reported to the police, e.g. 40% of all sexual 

assaults of children reported to the police in 1998. 

 

In a survey like the present there is a risk of underestimating sexual assaults within the family, 

as the young girl or boy may be afraid of the consequences, if they were to report the incident 

to the police, as long as she/he is still depending on the family. The method used here 

ensuring total anonymity may, however, have reduced this source of error, and judged from a 

number of control questions the young people seem to have answered the questions about 
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their sexual experiences with older persons honestly and to have described what seems 

important to themselves. 

 

Compared to the prevalence of sexual assault within the family reported in a previous Danish 

population survey (Leth et al. 1988), the present results indicate that sexual assaults in the 

family occur less frequently than it did approx. 20 years ago. This may be due to a higher 

degree of public awareness and easier contact to other adults for children who risk being 

assaulted within the family. 

 

Risk factors of sexual assault and unfavourable development conditions 

One risk factor of early sexual experiences and sexual assaults may be growing up in unstable 

family relations. Thus there was a correlation between experiencing a sexual assault and an 

insecure family background such as: 

• the parents do not live together 

• the boy or girl has previously lived together with other adults than the parents 

• the boy or girl has difficulty talking to his/her mother about problems 

• the boy or girl has witnessed violence against his/her mother in the home 

• the boy or girl has witnessed violence against his/her father in the home 

 

But the great majority of those who have a background like this are not subjected to assault. 

 

It may be that we are dealing with complex cause and effect relationships that increase the 

risk of experiencing sexual assaults in childhood. This survey cannot pinpoint individual factors 

that can predict children and young people to be in any particular danger of being exposed to 

sexual assault, but it can indicate what could contribute to the prevention of such assaults. 

 

Development problems were frequently found among the young people who reported sexual 

assaults. This could be anxiety, depression, self-rated poor health and illness within the past 

14 days. More of them drank alcohol on a daily or almost daily basis and more of them smoked 

cigarettes. Generally, unhealthy habits are more widespread in socially deprived population 

groups along with greater risk of early sexual experience or sexual assault such as assaults are 

defined in the present report. 

 

There was a correlation between sexual assault and other unfortunate circumstances within 

the past year such as serious disease or death in the family. 
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Young peoples’ development may also be impeded by violent experiences. Among all the 

respondents 9% of the girls and 12% of the boys had experienced violence directed against 

themselves within the past year. Physical violence against their mother had been witnessed by 

9% of the girls and 6% of the boys, and 3% of the girls and 2% of the boys had witnessed 

violence against their father. 

 

There was a correlation between experience of violence and sexual assault. Significantly more 

victims of sexual assault had also experienced violence against themselves or against parents 

than non-victims. Approx. half of all the participants in the survey had been exposed to 

bullying in school. 

 

The young peoples’ own views 

It is important to listen to the young peoples’ own views as to why grown-ups treat children 

badly, and what can be done to avoid grown-up assaulting children. This survey provided the 

possibility for the participants to give their opinion in their own words as to why grown-ups 

treat children badly and suggest means to avoid assaults on children. This information was 

achieved by two open questions, and the computer based questionnaire made it possible to 

give broad responses.  

 

One common answer to these questions is that the responsibility lies with the grown-ups, who 

should respect the rights of children. Many of the young people suggest alcohol and drug 

abuse as the cause for physical and sexual assaults on children. They think that adults who 

lose their self-control often have other problems and very often may have experienced 

violence and abuse in their own childhood. They find that very often grown-ups do not respect 

children. 

 

Almost 1/10 of the answers indicated that grown-ups and the children had a joint responsibility 

for assaults, and a little less said that the children had the main responsibility for grown-ups 

assaulting children, were physically violent or treated children badly in other respects. 

 

The participants gave a number of suggestions as to how to avoid assaults on children by 

adults. The most common suggestions are: to discuss with other grown-ups one’s problems 

with one’s parents, when starting school to be made aware of children’s rights and how to 

avoid sexual assault and violence, to have good relations to grown-ups, to learn self-defence, 

and to get good mates. Other suggestions are to remove violent parents from their children or 

to provide good foster parents for the children. They emphasize that other grown-ups should 

be alert to the children’s signals and dare intervene. 
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Among 5,829 young boys and girls who answered all questions about sexual experiences with 

older persons a total of 657 – 462 girls and 195 boys – reported sexual experiences which are 

criminal offences according to Danish law, and which are therefore defined as sexual assaults. 

 

• 15.9% of girls and 6.7% of boys have experienced sexual assault up to the age of 15 

 

• 7.9% of girls and 2.0% of boys have experienced a sexual assault up to the age of 15, 

where the age difference between the older person and the child/young was at least 5 

years. 

 

• 2.7% of girls and 0.7% of boys have experienced an assault, which they positively 

regard as an assault – and if “maybe an assault” is included the prevalence is 4.5% 

among girls and 1.1% among boys. 

 

• There is significant correlation between several difficult family circumstances, 

development problems and sexual assaults depending on the young person’s own 

perception of the assault. 

 

• The lack of recognition by the young people of the significance of sexual assaults may 

be an obstacle to an effective and professional assistance. 

 

 

The young people suggest that assaults can be avoided, if: 

 

• Children are made better aware of their rights 

• There is easy access to counselling and assistance 

• Grown-ups would respond to the children’s signals 

• Parents would take better care of their children. 

 

 



 9

Many people find it important to strengthen children’s self-respect and give them more 

knowledge as to where they can turn to get help before an assault happens. It is also 

important - say the respondents - that the parents protect the children better for instance by 

keeping check on who they associate with and where they are in the evenings. 

 

Most of those who had experienced a sexual assault had told it to one or more persons, most 

often a friend or mate. According to the respondents’ own experiences only relatively few of 

the 657 criminal offences had been reported to the police or social authorities, a total of 30 

corresponding to 5%. This emphasizes the fact that a survey among young people introduces 

other issues that those revealed by means of register data and police reports. 

 

Conclusion 

A considerable proportion of young people had sexual experiences which are punishable 

according to Danish criminal law. The prevalence is 15.9% among girls and 6.7% among boys. 

It also includes cases of intercourse between a 12-14-year-old and a 15-17-year-old not 

perceived as a sexual assault, and not as a negative experience. If the prevalence were to 

comprise only cases where the age difference between the child/young and the older person is 

at least 5 years, it would be 7.9% among girls and 2.0% among boys. 

 

The survey presents a reliable picture of the sexual assaults remembered by the girl or boy, 

i.e. from approx. the age of 6. Parents and other grown-ups would be in a better position to 

report uncovered assaults of their children when they were younger than that. Such assaults 

will also be included in police reports, being most often reported by the parents or other adults 

caring for the children. The issue may therefore be more completely clarified by a combination 

of this survey and the study of police reports published earlier (Helweg-Larsen 2000). 
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2. The present study’s definitions of CSA   

The prevalence of sexual experiences, and of sexual abuse 

 

The respondents have been classified according to the reported nature of their sexual 

experiences – defined as sexual assaults or not. We classified the reported sexual experiences 

in the different categories. These are shown in Table 1.1. 

 
Table 1.1. Classification of answers concerning sexual experiences with older persons  
 
A. No seuxal experiences or experiences, which are not defined as punishable sexual assaults 
 
Category 1   No sexual experiences with older persons. 

Category 2   Inconsistent or incomplete answers, e.g. no information about age, relationship between child and older 
person. 

Category 3 Not a punishable experience. The child > 15 years of age at the time of the sexual experience with an older 
person, which was not a caretaker: couch, parent, schoolteacher etc. 

Category 4  The older person < 15 years of age, that is below age limit for criminal responsibility 

Category 5   The child was 12-14 years, the older person 15-17 years, the experiences did not include attempted or 
accomplished intercourse, it was not perceived as a sexual assault by the respondent, and he/she had had no 
negative reactions, threats, violence or force had not been used. 

 

B. Sexual assault punishable in accordance with Danish Criminal Law 

Category 6   The respondent was 12-14 years, the older person was a friend aged 15-17 years. The experience comprised 
intercourse, but was not perceived by the respondent as a sexual assault, and was perceived as a positive 
experience. 

Category 7  The respondent was < 15 years, the older person was 15-17 years. The respondent had perceived the 
experience negatively and/or as a sexual assault, had been threatened, forced or paid. 

Category 8          The respondent was 12-14 years, and the older person 18 years or more 

Category 9       The respondent was > 12 years, and the older person was 18 years or more. 

Category 10 The respondent was 15 years, the older person was a caretaker: couch, scout leader, schoolteacher, pedagogue, and parent. 

 

As described the questions about sexual experiences were answered by 5,829 pupils and this 

is 94% of the 6,203 pupils in the participating 9th grades. A total of 3,150 – 54% - had not had 

any sexual experiences with older persons corresponding to 64% of the boys and 44% of the 

girls. 

 

Ten answers indicated that the questions had been misunderstood or they were not consistent, 

and in 371 cases the answers were insufficient to assess whether or not the sexual experience 

involved a sexual assault or not. In one third of these cases the age of the older person was 

missing, and in 85% of the cases there was no mention of who the older person was. Only few 
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had experienced that the incident in question was indeed or was maybe a sexual assault – at 

little less than 2%. Due to insufficient information and inconsistent answers these 381 

responses – a total of 6.5% - were not classified as being assaults or not assaults. 

Although the question concerning sexual experiences made it clear that only experiences up to 

the age of 15 should be included 1,066 had reported sexual experiences at the age of 15, 

where the older person was not a father, schoolteacher, sports coach or other person taking 

care of the child – and no sexual experiences before the age of 15. This corresponds to 18% of 

all respondents, 24% among girls and 13% among boys. 

 

The classification of the 5,829 responses is shown in Table 1.2. 

 

Table 1.2 
Classification of respondents according to sexual experiences* 

Category Boys 

N=2,910 

Girls 

N=2,918 

Total 

N=5,829 

1. No sexual experiences with older persons 1,866 

64.1% 

1,284 

43.9% 

3,150 

54.0 

2. Left out due to inconsistent or incomplete answers 161  

5.5% 

220% 

7.4% 

381 

6.5% 

3. Sexual experiences after age 15 – not punishable  371 

12.8% 

695 

23.9% 

1066 

18.3% 

4. The older person under age of criminal responsibility 221 

7.6% 

136 

4.7% 

357 

6.1% 

5. 12-14-year-old, the older person 15-17 year-old, 
not intercourse and not perceived as an assault, no 
negative experiences, no coercion or payment 

96 

3.3% 

122 

4.2% 

218 

3.7% 

Sexual experiences where the child was <15 years, 
not punishable, category 4 and 5 

317 

10.9% 

258 

8.9% 

575 

9.9% 

    

6.  12-14-year-old, the older a 15-17-year-old friend, 
+ intercourse, but not perceived as assault 

33 

1.1% 

40 

1.4% 

73 

1.3% 

7. <15 years, the older person 15-17 + negative 
experiences 

102 

3.5% 

201 

6.9% 

303 

5.2% 

8.  12-14-year-old, the older person >17 years 32 

1.1% 

174 

6.0% 

206 

3.5% 

9.  < 12 years, the older person >17 years 14 

0.5% 

37 

1.3% 

51 

0.9% 

10. 15 year-olds, the older person in charge of the 
young-one 

14 

0.5% 

10 

0.3% 

24 

0.4% 

Total punishable sexual abuse/assaults 195 

6.7% 

462 

15.9% 

657 

11.3% 

• This classification includes details of the most excessive sexual activity with an older person 
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Most of the not punishable sexual experiences up to the age of 15 concerned sexual 

experiences with a person who, though older than the respondent, was younger than 15 i.e. 

under the age of criminal responsibility. 

There were 357 cases of this kind corresponding to a prevalence of 6.1%. Relatively more boys 

reported this type of sexual experience – 8% as opposed to 5% among girls. 

The category not punishable sexual activity between a 12-14-year-old and a 15-17- year-old 

comprised 218 cases, i.e. a prevalence of 3.7%. 13 cases involved 12-14-year-old boys who 

had looked at pornographic magazines with a 15-17-year-old. 52 cases involved a 12—14-

year-old boy or girl who had been kissed, touched or had themselves touched a 15-17-year-

old friend/mate, but without actual intercourse and without perceiving this as a sexual assault 

or as a negative experience. This group comprised the same number of girls as boys. 

Furthermore, 153 reported sexual experiences without intercourse with a 15-17-year-old who 

was not a close friend without reporting any negative experiences or perceiving the incident as 

a sexual assault. This corresponds to 2.6% of the respondents, 3.3% girls and 1.9% boys. 

 

Sexual experiences defined as abuse/assaults 

 

As described the sexual experiences with older persons have been classified as sexual assault 

based on the type of experience, the age of the child, the age of the older person, the child’s 

own experience and the use of coercion, violence or payment/reward. The prevalence of sexual 

assault may be based on: 

1. All cases punishable according to criminal law 

 

2. Punishable cases where there is an age difference of at least 5 years between the child 

and the older person 

 

3. Punishable cases perceived by the child/young as an assault 
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Prevalence of punishable sexual abuse/assault 
 

Table 1.3 shows the prevalence of punishable sexual assaults where three definitions are 

applied: all punishable sexual assaults; assaults with at least 5 years’ age difference between 

the child and the older person; assaults perceived by the child/young as assaults. 

The prevalence of punishable sexual assaults in childhood in Denmark is 11.3% as 657 out of 

5,829 respondents, 195 boys and 462 girls reported experiences falling under the categories of 

sexual assaults corresponding to 6.7% of the boys and 15.9% of the girls, see Table 1.1 and 

1.2. 

 

Table 1.3 

Prevalence of sexual assault according to the definitions applied 

 Boys 

N=2,910 

Girls 

N=2,918 

Total 

N=5,829 

Punishable sexual relations 195 

6.7% 

462 

15.9% 

657 

11.3% 

Punishable sexual relations with age difference of at least 5 years between the child and the 

older person, and relations where a child of >15 years is in the care of the older person 

57 

2.0% 

230 

7.9% 

287 

4.9% 

Punishable sexual relations, which the child found was a sexual assault 33 

1.1% 

132 

4.5% 

165 

2.8% 

 
 

A total of 287 reported experiences with a person at least 5 years older, 2.0% of the boys and 

7.9% of the girls. 

Among the boys 1.1% and among girls 4.5% perceived the incident as being a sexual assault. 

The total prevalence of sexual assaults also comprises 376 incidents where the older person 

was 15-17 years old, 6.5%. Among girls the proportion was 8.3% and among boys 4.6% 

corresponding to 52% and 69% respectively of the total prevalence of punishable sexual 

assaults on girls and boys. 

73 incidents – well over 1/10 of the sexual assaults – involved intercourse between a 12-14-

year-old and a friend aged 15-17 where the respondent did not perceive it to be an assault. 

The prevalence was 1.4% among girls and 1.1% among boys. 

303 incidents involved a sexual assault where the older person was 15-17 years old and where 

the respondent perceived the incident as an assault and/or a negative experience. The 

prevalence was 6.9% among girls and 3.5% among boys. 
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257 incidents involved a person 18 years old or older, and in 24 of them the child/young was 

over 15 years old and in the care of the older person. This corresponds to a prevalence of 

0.5% among boys and 0.3% among girls. 

 

Prevalence of sexual assault where the age difference between the child and the 

older person is at least 5 years 

 

A total of 287 incidents involved a person at least 5 years older than the child - in 57 the 

assaults were on boys and in 230 on girls. First and foremost these assaults involved children 

less than 15 years of age and persons 18 years old or older. 7.3% of the girls who had 

answered the questions concerning sexual experiences had experienced this and 1.6% of the 

boys. 

This category also includes the 24 incidents of sexual experience after the age of 15 with a 

schoolteacher, coach or a close family member, i.e. sexual relations that are punishable up to 

the age of 18. The prevalence was highest among boys. 

 

 Prevalence of sexual assaults perceived as assaults by the child 

 

Concerning children’s sexual experiences with older persons questions were asked to clarify 

the child’s perception as to whether or not it was a sexual assault then and now. The answers 

could be ‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘maybe’ and ‘don’t know’. 

A total of 98 – 15% of the 657 respondents – answered yes, they perceive it as an assault 

today. 67 answered maybe. Totally 25% of the punishable sexual abuse/assaults were 

perceived by the respondents as assaults. Among boys it was 17.0% and among girls 29%. If 

only sexual assaults with at least 5 years’ age difference perceived as assaults were included, 

the prevalence is 1.1% - 1.6% among girls and 0.6% among boys. 
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2. Types of sexual assaults 

 

As described we arranged the reported sexual experiences in five categories to define child 

sexual abuse. The categories are related to the provisions of the criminal code whether or not 

the child/young has perceived the incident to be a sexual assault. These sexual activities which 

- according to the provisions of the criminal code constitute a sexual assault on a minor - were 

only perceived by the respondent as a sexual assault in one fourth of the cases.  

Although one cannot determine which type of sexual assault is more damaging than another it 

is generally assumed that assaults where the assailant is not in physical contact with the 

victim, e.g. flashing or obscene phone calls, will normally be less damaging than assaults 

involving physical contact, e.g. touching and kissing, which again is considered less damaging 

than attempts at or consummated intercourse. 

Accordingly the 657 responses concerning sexual assaults have been classified in three types 

depending on the extent of physical contact. This classification is shown in Table 2.1. 

 

Table 2.1 

Classification of type of sexual assault 

 

1. No assault (categories 1-5, see Table 8.1) 

 

2. Assaults not involving physical contact between the young and the older person 

    Invited to sexual activity 

    Photographed partly or totally nude 

    Watched a person masturbating 

     Looked at pornographic magazines or movies 

 

3. Assault involving physical contact between the young and the older person 

    Kissed or caressed against his/her will 

    Touched in a sexual way on the breast or body – but through the clothes 

    Touched on the genitals 

    Have touched the older person’s genitals – but through the clothes 

    Touched with attempts at undressing 

    The older person undressed in preparation for sexual contact 

    Touched and caressed naked 

    Have touched or caressed another person who was naked 

 

4. Assaults involving attempts at or consummated intercourse 

    Attempts at intercourse 

    Consummated intercourse 

    Anal sex 
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Respondents who have not had any experiences with older persons or who have had 

experiences that are not defined as sexual assault, constitute the reference group ‘no assault’. 

The answers to the different questions regarding sexual experiences concern the respondent’s 

most extensive sexual experience. However, the respondent may often have experienced 

several types of sexual assault apart from the assault actually described as to extent and 

nature.  

The assaults are divided into three groups based on the extent of physical contact (Table 2.1): 

1. Assault with no physical contact between the child and the older person 

2. Assault with physical contact but no attempt at intercourse or consummated intercourse 

3. Attempt at or consummated intercourse 

 

In 9% of the 657 sexual assaults there had been no physical contact, in 31% physical contact 

but no attempt at or consummated intercourse, and 60% involved intercourse or attempted 

intercourse. 

There were sex differences in the distribution of the three types of sexual assaults. The 

proportion of boys who reported intercourse was higher than among girls, and girls more 

frequently than boys reported assaults involving physical contact without intercourse (Table 

2.2). 

 
Table 2.2  
Sexual assaults divided into type and sex. N=657 
 
Type Boys Girls Total 
Assaults with no physical contact 28 

 
14.4% 

32 
 

6.9% 

60 
 

9.1% 
Assaults with physical contact, except intercourse 44 

 
22.6% 

161 
 

34.8% 

205 
 

31.2% 
Attempts/consumated intercourse 123 

63.1% 
269 

58.2% 
392 

59.7% 
 
All 

 
195 

100% 

 
462 

100% 

 
657 

100% 
 

 

Figure 2.1 shows the prevalence of the individual types of assault among boys and girls. The 

prevalence of sexual assault with no physical contact is 1.0% - almost the same for both boys 

and girls. Sexual assault with no physical contact and no attempted or consummated 

intercourse accounted for 3.5% of all cases, 5.5% among girls and 1.5% among boys. 

The prevalence of attempted or consummated intercourse is 6.7%, highest among girls, 9.2%, 

and 4.2% among boys. 
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Figure 2.1  
Prevalence of sexual intercourse among boys and girls according to type of assault. N=5,817 
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Most of the respondents who had been subjected to a sexual assault reported a number of 

other sexual experiences with older persons apart from the incident that counted in the actual 

number of sexual assaults. 

Table 2.3 shows the extent to which the 657 respondents have reported the individual types of 

sexual activities with older persons. 

 
Table 2.3  
The extent of all types of sexual experiences with older persons. Reported by the 657 respondents, 
who had experienced a punishable sexual assault. According to type of experience and sex. 
 

 Girls 
N=462 

(%) 

Boys 
(N=195) 

(%) 

Total 
(N= 657) 

(%) 
Invitations  61.7  35.3  54.0 

Photographed naked  12.3  7.4  8.8 

Had to whatch someone masturbate  16.6  14.8  15.3 

Had to watsh pornographic movie or magazine  41.0  21.8  27.4 

Kissed agains his/her will  25.3  42.3  37.4 

Touch in a sexual way through the cloths  62.1  77.7  73.2 

Touched on the genitals through the cloths  62.1  65.7  64.6 

Have touched older person through the cloths  49.5  44.0  45.6 

Older person removed your cloths to touch you  37.9  48.0  45.1 

Older person undressed to have sexual activity with you  45.8  39.9  41.6 

Older person touched you while you were naked  42.6  46.3  45.2 

You had to touch an older naked person  46.3  42.0  43.3 

Older person attempted intercourse  54.0  52.3  52.8 

Older person had consummated intercourse with you  51.0  43.3  45.6 

Older person attempted/had anal sex with you  7.5  8.3  8.1 

 
Among the 392 young people who had experienced attempted or consummated intercourse 

36.9% had been exposed to attempted intercourse, consummated vaginal intercourse and 

attempted or consummated anal intercourse. A total of 225, 57.4%, reported both attempted 

and consummated vaginal intercourse and the rest, 33.4%, had only experienced attempted 

vaginal intercourse. 

The 392 respondents who had experienced attempted or consummated intercourse had also 

had other sexual experiences with older persons. Almost 2/3 reported two or more sexual 

experiences without physical contact and a little more than half reported more than five 

different experiences with physical contact apart from attempted or consummated intercourse. 

Relatively few reported having been photographed naked or at have met a flasher (seen a 

person masturbate), among the 462 girls it was 16% and 12% respectively. Among the 195 
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boys 7% had been photographed naked. 15% of the boys had watched another person 

masturbate, this included flashers. 

To be touched or having touched the older person through the clothes was the most frequent 

experience, which three out of four girls and two out of three boys had experienced. 

A little less than half reported to have their genitals touched with or without their clothes on 

and a little more than half had experienced attempted intercourse. 

Attempted or consummated anal intercourse was reported by 8% of the 462 girls and 7% of 

the 195 boys who had reported sexual assaults. 

Well over 1/3 had only experienced the assault once, whereas for 6% it had been almost every 

day. 1/10 reported that the assault took place relatively many times, i.e. more than 10 times 

(Table 2.4). 

 

Table 2.4 
Number of times a sexual assault had been experienced by boys and girls. N=657 
 

Number of times Boys Girls All 

Once  56 

 29.2% 

 172 

 37.3% 

228 

34.9% 

A couple of times  47 

 24.5% 

 115 

 24.9% 

162 

24.8% 

3-5 times  29 

 15.1% 

 54 

 11.7% 

83 

12.7% 

Approx. 10 times, i.e.> 5 times  20 

 10.4% 

 49 

 10.6% 

69 

10.6% 

Almost every day  20 

 10.4% 

 22 

 4.8% 

42 

6.4% 

Do not remember  20 

 10.4% 

 49 

 10.6% 

69 

10.% 

Not answered  3 

 1.0% 

 1 

 0.2% 

4 

0.6% 

Total  195  462  657 

 

 

It is intercourse in particular that is reported to have taken place repeatedly, i.e. more than 

five times or almost daily. This was so for 28% of the reported cases of intercourse whereas it 

was nearly 4% in cases of assaults without physical contact and 12% of assaults involving 

physical contact 

More girls than boys reported that the assault had happened once or a couple of times, and 

fewer girls reported daily assaults. 
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A total of 104 out of 657, 16%, stated that they still had a sexual relationship with the older 

person in question, i.e. the person who had been described as the assailant. A sexual 

relationship continued in half of the cases where the respondent had not perceived/do still not 

perceive the experience as a sexual assault. In most cases this involved a sexual relationship 

with a friend. 

A continued sexual relationship was most often seen among the 392 respondents who reported 

intercourse, and more often among girls than among boys. 
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